present, wrote to the Governor of Connecticut: *'General
Howe is either our friend or no General/* Presumably,
he was a little of both. In the subsequent retreat across
New Jersey, Washington could have been destroyed by
any competent or active English commander. Washington's
own comment was, "Nothing was more easy to them,
with a little enterprise and energy, than to dissipate the
remaining force which still kept alive our expiring opposi-

tion."

Howe's exploits in 1776, however, were good generalship
compared to the display made by Howe, Clinton, Burgoyne,
and Lord George Germain in the summer of 1777. A
sensible plan of campaign had been worked out for that
summer. General Burgoyne was leading an army south
from Montreal to Albany; and General Howe from New
York was expected to advance north to Albany, thus
securing the Hudson Valley and the country to the north
of it, isolating New England from the South, and preparing
the way for a quick end to the war. Washington foresaw
the plan, and admitted it would prove "fatal to the interests
and liberties of the United States;" but he had no force with
which to oppose it. He need not have worried, however.
Howe and his subordinate, Clinton, were jealous of Bur-
goyne,, whom they feared would take all credit for a victory
to himself. The way to avoid this danger was to make sure
that there would be no victory. Germain had already done
his best to see to this by refusing to allow Burgoyne liberty
of action in case he found the direct north and south route
impenetrable. Then Howe made assurance doubly sure
by putting his troops on board ship and sailing south for
the Chesapeake Bay, just when Burgoyne expected him
to march north for Albany.*
Howe (who was followed south, on land, by a perplexed
Washington) left General Clinton in charge at New York,
* The tradition, popularised by Mr. Shaw in tie preface to The DwtFs
Disciple, that Howe never received word of Burgoyne's movements, or of
the plan for the Hudson Valley campaign, is false. By July 5th at the latest
Howe knew what was afoot. Germain had, however, neglected to send him
hard and fast orders, so on July 23rd he sailed for the Chesapeake*